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About us 

Time to get excited! It is YOUR chance to sign up 

for band or choir! Instrumental and choral music 

are shining programs here at Richmond 

Community Schools.  Band and choir starts in 6th 

grade at Richmond Middle School and 

continues all the way into high school.  

Students enjoy playing and 

singing at concerts and 

football games while having 

fun with their friends.   
 

After today, I would like you to start thinking about which 

music class you would like to take in 6th grade. In March, 

you will see a concert that will demonstrate the awesome 

instruments in band and also hear the amazing choir.  Then 

you be able to play your favorite band instruments at a 

tryout day! Everyone gets to try two instruments! 
 

Band and choir are enrichment classes that makes a well-

round student by exploring the arts! Everyone from athletes 

to computer scientists can benefit from participating in a 

music class.  No prior musical experience is needed to join. 

During the first year, this class will cover the basics of 

instrument assembly, proper posture, tone production, and 

techniques. Elements of music theory and music vocabulary 

are introduced.  



All band and choir students will perform in a concerts 

throughout the year some are after school. One very 

important thing to keep in mind is that 6th grade is the best 

time you can join the music program while we are all 

learning for the first time.  If you want to learn to play an 

instrument or sing, you will want to sign up this year! Keep in 

mind that when you sign up, it is for the year, but then 

always have the option of taking another elective in 7th 

grade.   
 

Band and choir classes at Richmond Middle School are 50 

minutes long and meet every day for the entire school year.  

Students are still able to take wheel classes such as gym, art, 

etc, and participate in all sports!  In 7th and 8th grade 

students can still take these classes and do these activities as 

well.   

 

Students who take music in middle school score 
significantly higher on algebra assignments in 9th grade 
than their non-music counterparts.  
 Helmrich. B. H. (2010). Window of opportunity? Adolescence, 
 music, and algebra. Journal of Adolescent Research. 25  
 
“U.S. Department of Education data on more than 25,000 
secondary school students found that students who report 
consistent high levels of involvement in instrumental music 
over the middle and high school years show "significantly 
higher levels of mathematics proficiency by grade 12."   
 U.S. Department of Education NELLS88 Database  
 
Children who study a musical instrument are more likely to 
excel in all of their studies, work better in teams, have 
enhanced critical thinking skills, stay in school, and pursue 
further education.  
 Arte Music Academy. "Statistical benefits of music in education." 
 Statistical-Benefits-Of-Music-In-Education. Accessed July 17, 
 2014.  

 

The clarinet is a member of the 

woodwind family. It is a narrow tube 

about two feet long. The holes are cut 

into the tube so that the pitch can be 

changed to make different 

notes. At the top of the 

mouthpiece is a single reed 

made from bamboo cane. 

When you play the clarinet, 

the reed vibrates to make a 

sound. The clarinet is a lot like 

the recorder. There are 

options to play soprano and 

bass clarinets in band.  

The flute is a silver-colored woodwind 

instrument. Sound is produced by blowing 

air across the hole. This is just like 

blowing air across the 

opening of a pop bottle! 

The tone of a flute is 

hollow in the low 

register, sweet in the 

middle register and 

brilliant in the high 

register. The flute can 

play many notes. It is 

held sideways, parallel 

to the floor. 



The trumpet is the highest brass instrument 

in the band. Do not be fooled into thinking 

the trumpet is easy because it only has three valves. The 

pitches on any brass 

instrument are changed 

by moving your lips and 

fingers at the same time. 

The notes are also 

changed by how fast or 

slow you blow into the 

instrument. 

The saxophone is made of brass. 

Because it has a reed and uses 

fingerings similar to the clarinet and 

flute, it is considered a woodwind instrument. When playing 

the saxophone, 

you press padded 

keys and blow into 

the mouthpiece. 

The sax is heavy 

and because of 

this, players use a 

neck strap to hold 

it up. There are 

options to play Alto 

Sax (most common 

for beginners), 

Tenor Sax, and 

 

 

The trombone is a 

member of the brass 

family. It has a deep and 

rich tone quality. The 

pitch of a trombone is 

produced by moving the 

slide into different 

positions. It is the only 

instrument in the band that can make the unique sliding sound 

called glissando. The trombone is held in front of the face with 

the bell facing the band teacher. 

The French Horn is a brass 

instrument that is wrapped into a 

coil with a flared bell. The notes are controlled with the lips 

and with the valves in the left 

hand. The horn is a middle 

register instrument, between the 

trumpet and trombone in range. 

Most brass instruments use piston 

valves, like the trumpet or 

baritone, but the horn uses rotary 

valves.  The French horn is one of 

the most challenging instruments 

in the band and often students 

start on trumpet and switch.  

 



The baritone is part of the brass 

family. It is described as a small 

tuba. The baritone has three valves 

like a trumpet. The tone quality is 

mellow and the baritone often plays the same parts as the 

trombone. While playing, you press the valves and buzz into the 

mouthpiece.  There are very few baritones in a band making it a 

very important 

brass instrument.  

Don’t worry about 

carrying the 

baritone back and 

forth to school…

you only need to 

bring your 

mouthpiece!  

The tuba is the lowest sounding member 

of the brass family. It is a large instrument which either rests 

on the players chair or a special tuba stand to support the 

weight of the instrument. Sound is produced by buzzing into 

the mouthpiece while moving the valves. There are very few 

tubas in the band making it the most important instrument! 

Don’t worry about carrying the tuba back and forth to 

school...you only need to bring your mouthpiece!  

Percussionists will play snare drum 

and xylophone most often, but will 

also play bass drum, cymbals, and 

a variety of auxiliary percussion instruments. While not 

required, percussionists often benefit from experience with 

piano lessons, as the xylophone is laid out like a piano 

keyboard. Percussion is one of the most challenging 

instruments to play and you need to have excellent rhythm! 

If you would like to learn these special instruments that add 

so much color to the band, try percussion!  



In Choir we use our voice as the 

music instrument! We learn to use 

our bodies to create music by 

discovering and using our singing voices, proper singing 

technique, matching pitch, and reading music.  The choir 

starts with unison songs (all singing the same thing at the 

same time) and slowly increase the music in difficulty until 

the groups sings in harmony.  Choir members also learn a 

step by step approach to sing music they see for the first 

time, called sight singing.  Choir sings a wide variety of 

music including patriotic music, holiday songs, classical/

traditional choral music, and pop music.  There is usually 

time for students to express their musicianship with a solo 

and karaoke!   

Here are some quick reminders: 

 Music and the arts connect subjects across the curriculum. 

 Music demands excellence! 

 Music education connects students and communities. 

 Solutions to world problems are dependent on creative 
thinking and problem-solving, skills intentionally taught in 
music and the other arts. 

 

The arts: 

 Stimulate economic development and community 
infrastructure. 

 Prepare students for the 21st century by teaching 
innovative thinking, problem solving and collaborative 
skills. 

 Build bridges among communities and people. 

 Improve quality of life in our communities by increasing 
civic engagement. 



 
The College Entrance Examination Board found that students 
involved in public school music programs scored 107 points 
higher on the SAT's than students with no participation. 
 
- Profiles of SAT and Achievement Test Takers, The College 
Board, compiled by the Music Educators National Conference 
(2002) 

Non-Discrimination Statement 
In compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Education 
amendments of 1972, Section 504 of Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Age Discrimination Act 
of 1975, Title II of the Americans with Disability Act of 1990, and Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act 
of 1977, it is the policy of the Richmond Community School District that no person shall, on 
the basis of race, color, religion ,military status, national origin or ancestry, sex (including 
sexual orientation), disability, age (except as authorized by law,) height, weight, or marital 
status be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to, 
discrimination during any program, activity, service or employment. Inquiries related to any 
nondiscrimination policies should be directed to the Superintendent, 35276 Division Road, 
Richmond, MI 48062, (586) 727-3565.  


