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September 9, 2020 

 

Thank you for joining Richmond Middle School Beginning Band! 

 

The band program is one of the strong family-like atmospheres here at Richmond. This is your child’s 

opportunity to become part such of an outstanding group. Benefits of joining beginning band in middle 

school are years of instrumental instruction in school and the opportunities for private lessons, marching 

and jazz band participation, band trips and many great memories. Not to mention the joy that comes with 

learning music! Band starts in middle school but music lasts a lifetime.  Be sure to read over the band handbook 

which contains much more detailed information including supply list and uniform information.  

 

Band Fittings did not happen last spring due to the shutdown.  These fittings were designed to find 

the instrument your child will have the greatest success on.  Many factors affect the “fit” of an 

instrument such as facial structure and coordination.  We will do some activities in class to help 

students narrow down which instrument to play.  Much like a sport like football, not everyone can play quarterback 

so I will encourage variety in the class based on a number of factors.    

 

Instrument Rental Night will be held in the middle school band room on Thursday, October 1st from 

6:00pm – 7:00pm.  More information will be provided.  It will be encouraged to rent your instrument 

online and Port Huron will deliver to the school!  Port Huron Music will also make any accessories (reeds, 

cleaning kits, music stands, etc) available for sale including the Essential Elements (book 1) that all 

beginners will be using.  FYI: to rent an instrument you must provide personal information and have the first payment 

at the time of the agreement. Think of a rental agreement like a line of credit.  

 

You may choose to get your instrument at another location such as A&G Central Music. Please have the necessary 

equipment and accessories (instrument, reeds if needed, music stand and the Essential Elements book 1) by 

October 2nd in class.  Please do NOT attempt to put the instruments together or play them prior to October 2nd.  

I’ve seen instruments get broken before the first day. Until then we will work on rhythm and music reading skills.  

 

Band is a full year curriculum. Because it is a curricular class RMS and a grade is given on your student’s 

report card, we expect all students who sign up for band to remain in the class through the spring.  

Attendance and participation are very important! Practice at home is also necessary to reinforce what is 

learned in class. To be a member of the band at the student must have 1) an instrument 2) books and supplies; 

3) have read, signed and turned in the syllabus.  We usually have three concerts throughout the year that are in the 

evenings (these may be done during school). These will be your child’s opportunity to show off their new skills! 

Yes! You can do both band and other activities (drama, sports, dance, 4H, etc). Communicate any conflicts early. 

 

Virtual students should also plan on an instrument by October 2nd.  While this is new to me, we will overcome 

distance and work on the same concepts via the internet. There are a few resources I will try to work into the class.   

 

I am looking forward to having your child in band. This is going to be a great year for beginning band.  

 

 

  

Rental Night: Richmond Middle School Cafeteria or Band Room 

October 1, 6:00pm -7:00pm 

Rent instruments – Purchase accessories – Purchase band book 
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To help explain about obtaining an instrument for Beginning Band,  

here are some frequently asked questions: 
 

O.K….How much is this going to cost?  

 

Students must provide their own instrument in order to be in band. Most parents acquire band instruments on a rent-to-own basis 

from a music store. We suggest Port Huron Music or Southern Thumb here in town because they provide good value and have 

top-notch products and service. Depending on which instrument your student plays, the brand, and the age of the instrument, 

rent-to-own programs usually run between $25 and $60 per month. Costs can almost always be kept down by choosing to rent a 

used or previously-rented instrument instead of a brand new one. Some instruments also have the added cost of buying 

replacement reeds at regular intervals. For specific prices, please contact the music store directly.   

 

Port Huron Music    

2700 Pine Grove     

Port Huron, MI 480620    

810-984-5081     

 

It is suggested, but not required, that students take lessons from a private instructor outside of school. This is a great way to get 

extra practice time in and one-on-one time with an expert instructor of your instrument.  

 

There are a few instruments that the school loans out to you, these instruments are generally too expensive for most people to 

purchase. This can be discussed if you student wishes to play one of these instruments.  If money is an issue and your child wants 

to still be a part of the band, please email me and we can try to make some kind of arrangements for you!  

 

How do we get an instrument?  Can I just go to Walmart or get one from eBay?  

 

We recommend that parents contact Port Huron Music or Southern Thumb to acquire a band instrument. 90% of our band students 

use instruments from Port Huron Music or Southern Thumb because they make it affordable to own a band instrument and it is 

convenient. To make this convenient for you, representatives from Port Huron Music will be coming to our school to hold a 

rental meeting on October 1st  between 6:00 and 7:00pm. It is not necessary to order an instrument before this time. On the 

evening of the meeting, representatives from Port Huron Music will go over their rental and purchase programs and you will be 

able to order an instrument at that time. You will get to take an instrument home that night! Books and stands will also be 

available for sale.  

 

I strongly discourage parents from purchasing instruments from Walmart, Sam’s Club, or other department stores. These 

instruments are very inexpensive; however, they are of poor quality. All instruments need service from time to time. Some music 

stores now refuse to repair these cheaper instruments because they are not repairable and parts are not available for them.  

 

Also, it is not recommended that instruments be purchased “sight-unseen”. Purchasing an instrument via the Internet (i.e. eBay) 

is risky. For instance, a clarinet that may be for sale online may be only a few years old and looks very good; however, it may 

have been stored improperly causing the fragile pads to fail. Upon receiving such an instrument, a $200 repair would be needed 

to repair this right from the start just to make the instrument playable!  

 

It really does pay to get an instrument from a reputable store such as Port Huron Music or Southern Thumb.  Plus normal repairs 

and cleanings are included in the cost of your rental! Which means no unexpected costs if you drop your instrument or it needs 

to be cleaned.  Contact the music store for details. Walmart and eBay instruments do not have this convenience.  

 

 

Continued on back side  
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My child’s older brother/sister was in band. Can we just use their instrument?  

 

If your child is happy playing the same instrument that a sibling or relative once played in band, you certainly may use their 

instrument as long as the sibling is not currently using it in their band class. If the instrument has been in storage for a long period 

of time, it will likely need service to make it playable again. I will gladly inspect it for you to make sure it is in good playing 

condition. Or you can take it to the music store over the summer to be looked at and/or cleaned.  

 

 

Can my child play which ever instrument they want?  

 

Students probably have already formed opinions on which ones they like better than others. At the fittings they chose up to two 

instruments to try. Fittings will help them decide if they can make a sound on the instruments. As long as your child is able to 

produce a sound on the instrument and we believe that they will be successful, they may play their first choice. We must also 

take into consideration the balance in the band. If there are too many students wishing to play any one instrument, some students 

may be encouraged to go with their second preference. It would be like a football team where everyone wanted to be the 

quarterback.  We also need receivers and linebackers! Ultimately it is the student and parent’s choice, but if the student does not 

make a sound on that instrument they may get discouraged early. Once they choose an instrument it is best to stick with that 

instrument for the entire year unless it is discussed with the band director.  

 

So, What Are My Choices?  

 

Most 6th graders choose one of the following instruments:  

  

Woodwinds: Flute • Oboe • Clarinet • Alto Saxophone • Tenor saxophone 

Brass: Trumpet / Cornet • French Horn • Trombone• Baritone  

Percussion (including drums, bells, cymbals, etc.)  

 

My child wants to be in band but money is tight.  Are there any options?  

 

Yes, there are a limited number of school owned instruments. Students can use these instruments by signing one out through 

me year to year.  These must be turned in at the conclusion of each school year for cleaning but can be taken home to practice 

at any other time.  These instruments include tenor saxophone, baritone saxophone, French horn, baritone, tuba.  The student is 

responsible for obtaining a book, reeds (if necessary), and any maintenance beyond normal wear and tear (see handbook).  

Being in band does cost money for instrument, up-keep, and supplies like reeds and books, however do not let that be the only 

reason your son or daughter does not join.   

 

My child wants to play a very big instrument and it is expensive and heavy.  Are there any options?  

 

Students are encouraged to rent any instrument they are going to play however these are some of the largest, most expensive, 

and most important instruments in the band. The school district has a limited number of them for students to use if they want 

or if they need (for example rent theirs to keep at home and play a school instrument in school).  These tone-color instruments 

include tenor saxophone, baritone saxophone, French horn, baritone, tuba.  Usually students start on a smaller version of tone-

color instruments and eventually switch at the semester or 7th/8th grade.  Alto Saxophone, rather than Tenor or Bari Sax; 

trombone then eventually switch to tuba or baritone. Choice is limited to who is already playing on them and what is in good 

playing condition.  Please contact me if you have questions about your child playing one of these very important instruments.   

 

 

If you have any additional questions regarding the band program, please do not hesitate to ask. Mrs. Schack may be 

reached by e-mail or telephone.  
 


