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Course Description: 
 

This is a non-auditioned mixed ensemble open to anyone with the desire to sing and begin a basic 
study of music fundamentals.  Students will learn techniques for tone production, including but not 
limited to: breathing techniques, singing posture, and proper diction.  Students will learn music 
theory including note values, rhythms, solfège, pitch syllables and Curwen hand signs.  Students will 
sing two and three part music and experience singing in an ensemble.  Middle School Choir will sing 
a varied repertoire, featuring both sacred and secular music representing different historical eras.  
Repertoire will be suited to the ensemble and will provide a challenging and positive learning 
experience.  Students will perform in several concerts throughout the school year. 

 
Class Objectives 
 

 Develop and strengthen the singing voice. 
 Develop performance skills. 
 Increase knowledge of repertoire and styles. 
 Prepare selected works for public performance. 
 Develop basic music theory knowledge. 
 Expand the ability to read music and follow a music score. 
 Increase self-discipline and confidence. 
 Experience success when working together as an ensemble. 
 Develop a welcoming atmosphere where students have fun. 

 

Required Classroom Materials 
 
**BLACK Folder, Music, Notebook, and Pencils--  
Each student will need to purchase a notebook to take notes in a folder to store their choir music.  
Folders can be stored in the choir room and are to be picked up as students enter the classroom, 
and are put away at the end of class.        



Students are welcome and encouraged to take music home to practice.  However, music must be 
brought to class every day.  Each student is expected to keep a pencil in his or her folder at all times.  
Students will frequently be asked to make markings in their music with pencil only.   

 

Classroom Procedures/Expectations 

Commitment to Excellence 

 

Our concerts and performances can only be as good as our rehearsals.  The key to a successful 
rehearsal is hard work!  Attaining group excellence depends upon the focused, diligent efforts of 
each member each day in each rehearsal.  It is no coincidence that students who give their all, 
are among the most accomplished and most respected musicians in choir.  Every student has to 
be committed to giving their best effort in every aspect of rehearsal for the choir to be 
successful.  The reward for this hard work is an experience unlike any other in middle school – 
fun, excitement, the chance to be a part of a very successful group, team-working skills, self-
discipline and a lifelong passion for music and life. 
 

Choir is a Community and Family, not just a class 

 
There is a bond that occurs between people who sing together that is different from any 

other.  When you become a choir member at RMS, you not only receive outstanding opportunities 
for making music.  You also become a part of a larger family of people who are committed to 
supporting one another.  It is crucial that you, as a member of this community show respect for 
others, making sure everyone feels like part of the group. 
 
Bell Procedure 
 

 Students should be in their seat with their choir folder and pencil when the bell rings. 

 If a student is not in their seat when the bell rings, they will be marked tardy. 

 It is extremely important that choir students have a pencil during class at all times. 

 
Food and Drink 

 
Students are to bring only water into the room.  This applies both before and after school! 

 
Choir Folders 

 Each student is required to purchase a folder to keep his/her music in. 

 Choir folders should be put away at the end of each class. 

 If a folder, a piece of music, or any other supplementary material that had been handed out 
to the student is lost, the student is responsible for replacing it. 

 Students are not to use any choir folder but their own. 

 



Passes 
 
 Planners will be signed to use the bathroom in emergencies only.  Permission to go to the 
office, use the phone, or go to other parts of the school will not be given during rehearsal.  We have 
a lot of material to go over this year and we need you there for all of it! 
 
 
We are PROUD to be a Choir Member 
  
 We are all professionals at all times.  Whether we perform on or off school grounds, each 
member of the Vocal Music Department is expected to dress and behave appropriately.  Each 
student represents the choir, our school, and our community.  Any inappropriate behavior could 
result in removal from the group or failure of the class.  To strive for excellence, we must take pride 
in ourselves, and what we stand for. 

 
 
Grading 
 
Grading in choir will follow the district’s 80/20 % format.  This is where 80% of the students 
grade will be based off Summative Assessments (ex. Written/Singing Quizzes, Tests, Projects, 
Concerts, etc…) and 20% of the student’s grade will be based off Formative Assessments 
(Homework, Participation, Classroom Work, etc…).  All assignments will be put into 
PowerSchool and marked accordingly.  If there are any questions/concerns about your 
grade, please feel free to contact me. 
 
 
Students will be asked to perform at the following concerts: 
 
**Tuesday, November 18th, 2014 -Veteran’s Day Concert  @7:30pm    
 
**Tuesday/Wednesday December 16th/17th , 2014-Juletide Concert @7:30pm 
 
**Tuesday, February 25th, 2015-Band and Choir Pre-Festival Concert,  TBA 
 
**March 9th –March 12th, 2015-Choir Festival, TBD 
 
**Tuesday, May 12th, 2015- Spring Concert @7:30pm 
 
 
Choir Booster Meetings will be held on the 2nd Tuesday in September, November, February 
and April.  
  
 

**Students are expected to make-up all class work for credit.  If you know in advance that a 
performance will be missed please let Ms. Neumann know as soon as possible for a make-up 
assignment.  I understand situations come up at the last minute that we cannot control. 

 
 



Powerschool 
 
Powerschool is a “live” Internet program that allows students or parents to access student grades 
and attendance at any time. Please visit this website (https://ps.ric.misd.net/public) for up to date 
reports.  Your child’s username and password will be mailed to you. 
 
 
If you have any questions/concerns please feel free to contact me.  I am looking forward to working 
with your student this semester. 
 
My Prep hour this school year is 6h hour but the best way to reach me is by email.  
 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
 

Ms. Stacy Neumann 

35320 Division Rd. 

sneumann@richmond.k12.mi.us 

586-727-3225 ext. 2800 

https://ps.ric.misd.net/public
mailto:mschack@richmond.k12.mi.us


Permission Slip and Choir Contract 
 
 
I, ____________________, agree that I have received the choir handbook. 
        (Student’s name) 
 
I certify that I understand the standards and expectations in the handbook. 
 
_____________________________________      __________________ 
 (Student’s signature)       (Date) 
 
I, the parent/guardian, understand the standards and expectations in the handbook. 
 
_____________________________________      _________________ 
       (Parent’s/guardian’s signature)     (Date) 

 
Please provide a phone number where parents can be reached during school hours. 
 
Home: ______________________  Work: _______________________________  Cell _________________________ 
 
***Parent E-mail Address ________________________________________________________________________________ 
(This is important – reminders of dates will be e-mailed throughout the school year.  Also e-mail is the fastest way to 
contact me.) 
 
________ I am interested in helping out with Choir Boosters.  Please call me if you need help with anything. 
 
________ No, I cannot help right now. 
 

 
I give my son/daughter, ____________________________________, permission to ride the bus with the choir to all events this 
school year, 2014/2015. 
 
EMERGENCY INFORMATION: 
 
Emergency Contact Person   __________________________________________________________ 
 
    Phone Number   __________________________________________________________ 
 
    Alternate Contact Person   __________________________________________________________ 
 
    Phone Number   __________________________________________________________ 
 
             Insurance Company    __________________________________________________________ 
 
                       Policy Number    __________________________________________________________ 
 
As parent or legal guardian, I remain fully responsible for any legal consequences that may result from any personal 
actions taken by the named student.  My son/daughter knows that all school rules must be obeyed.  I give permission to 
the chaperones and director to seek emergency medical attention for my child if necessary. 
 
____________________________________                              _______________ 
            (Parent’s signature)                     (Date) 
 
 

***Please return to Ms. Neumann no later than Friday, September 5th***  
 


